
Bulldogs Gain Win at Castle Rock 
By Judy Rogers 
 
 
 The Golden Plains High School Boys Basketball team gained their first win of the 
season in the consolation game of the Castle Rock Tournament in Quinter on December 8 
against the Wheatland/Grinnell Thunderhawks.  The boys suffered losses to Ellis and 
Cheylin in the first two rounds and were determined to bring home a win over the 
‘Hawks who had lost to Dighton and Quinter for their first two rounds and to Cheylin in 
their season opener.  “We kept a positive attitude throughout the tournament despite our 
early losses.” said Junior Shane Ryburn.  Grant Spresser added, “We took control of the 
tempo in this game.” 
 Tristan Schwarz opened the game with the first two of his 14 game points only to 
be answered with a ‘Hawks basket as the contest got underway.  Andrew Luna regained 
the lead for the Bulldogs but the ‘Hawks pumped in a 3 to pull back ahead.  Two 
successful free throws from Jose Bermudez tipped the game back in the Bulldogs favor.  
Shane Ryburn stepped in to the action and scored six exciting points for the Bulldogs 
with Joseph Koerperich adding two to give the ‘Dogs a 14-7 lead at the end of the first 
quarter. 
 Koerperich extended the lead to by two in the second before the ‘Hawks added six 
to close the gap.  With solid teamwork by the Bulldogs and an assist from Grant Spresser, 
senior Camron Spresser scored his first two points of the season.  The ‘Hawks added a 
three at the end of the quarter to narrow the spread to 18-16 at the half in favor of the 
Bulldogs.  
 The boys continued to work together as a team in the third quarter and with 
baskets from G. Spresser, Schwarz, and Koerperich maintained a 28-23 lead going into 
the fourth.  With determination and teamwork, the Bulldogs entered the fourth with 
momentum as they quickly pumped in four consecutive three-pointers—three from 
Scharz and one from Luna to extend their lead to 40-25.  Additional buckets from Ryburn 
and G. Spresser gave the ‘Dogs a 44-27 lead with four minutes still to play in the game.  
The ‘Hawks played hard but the ‘Dogs had a taste of victory and were destined to hang 
on for the win with an additional three point shot from Koerperich along with a final steal 
and layup from Jose Bermudez to capture their first win of the season 51-32.  
 “We stayed together well as a team,” added Ryburn,  “We communicated well.” 
The Bulldogs had six three point shots fall in the game with five of them coming in the 
fourth quarter, four from Schwarz.  Schwarz finished the game with 14 points along with 
Koerperich who had 10.  Also scoring for the Bulldogs were Ryburn-8, G. Spresser-6, 
Bermudez-6, Luna-5, and C. Spresser-2. “This win will give us some momentum” said 
Grant Spresser.  Ryburn concluded, “We needed to get our first win to get the season 
going.  We hope to get a couple more wins before the holiday break.”   

The boys worked well together as a team pulling down 42 rebounds, snatching 8 
steals, and helping each other with 11 assists.  Schwarz led the team with 10 rebounds 
while Ryburn claimed 8.  Additional rebounds were credited to Koerperich-6, S. 
Spresser-6, Bermudez-6, and C. Spresser-3.  The Bulldogs will travel to Weskan on 
December 14 and play St. Francis at home on the 18th before taking a couple weeks off 
for the holidays.  


